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Prelude Thomas Tallis - https://youtu.be/
mJdOvcRGfwo

Greeting
We meet in the name of God: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Intro SoF 54 Brother, Sister let me serve you https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlNoxoOocZs

COLLECT
God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us
   to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S FOCUS
The other week, the temperature was getting really warm, 
and then with the much needed rain, the temperature 
dropped.  I had folded up my wool sweaters (jumpers) and 
even put the comforter off the bed and into the closet.  Then 
I suddenly needed them both when it began to cool off 
outside.  It felt like we had jumped back and started at the 
beginning again. The Bible stories to day, especially from 
Acts of the Apostles features Paul and he tells the message 
of Jesus.  There is a lot of people telling those they meet 
about Jesus.  All through Easter season we are told about 
Jesus, but Jesus also tells his followers that soon he is 
going, but we won’t be left alone.  The Holy Spirit comes like 
a Comforter, and Advocate.  One who cares and speaks for 
us.  So you see, the Easter message about Jesus is not just 
for Stephen, Peter, or Paul; but also for you too.  If you have 
forgotten this story of God’s love, maybe you would like to 
watch it here and see that at the end, there is our story of 
Jesus to tell too.  The Easter Poem. 

ACF 124 Wa Wa Wa Emimimo (Come, O Holy Spirit https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yn98ri6OBU

READINGS 
ACTS 17.22-31 (PSALM 66.7-18; 1 PETER 3.13-22)

The reading is taken from Acts 17:22-31

Let us prepare ourselves for the word of God

Our hearts  and our minds are open 

Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and 
said: “People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very 
religious. For as I walked around and looked carefully at 
your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this 
inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the 
very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to 
proclaim to you.

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the 
Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built 
by human hands. And he is not served by human hands, as 
if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life 
and breath and everything else. From one man he made all 
the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he 
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marked out their appointed times in history and the 
boundaries of their lands. God did this so that they would 
seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, 
though he is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we live 
and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets 
have said, ‘We are his offspring.’

“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think 
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image 
made by human design and skill. In the past God 
overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he 
will judge the world with justice by the man he has 
appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising 
him from the dead.”

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gradual Gradual ACF 69 I will come to you in the silence 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4dkmIW7uL4

The reading is taken from John 14:15-21

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John

Glory to you, O Lord

“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you 
and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world 
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 
you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 
Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will 
see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you 
will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I 
am in you. Whoever has my commands and keeps them is 
the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved 
by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to 
them.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON 
Those of you reading participating in worship through this 
format from week to week will have noticed that of the four 
readings, two are usually read out in worship at ACF.  There 
is a tradition that requires that the reading from Acts be read 
through out Easter season.  This means we have been 
hearing a lot of the Acts of the Apostles.  Really, we have 
been hearing about the work of God, the power of the risen 
Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit as the Church 
forms, grows, and develops.  The readings from Acts have 
focused on such people as Peter, Stephen, and at this 
reading, Paul. 

The Christian message has travelled further afield, and Paul 
is on his second missionary journey having crossed what is 
modern day Turkey to Athens.  Athens is a city full of ideas, 
philosophies and deities.  Paul spends time observing his 
surroundings, and is invited to join in the philosophical 
debates at the Areopagus.  The Areopagus was seen as the 
apex of intelligent thought and debate.  The people were 
naturally curious about new ideas, and even had some fear 
about leaving out any deity that might do them good.  Paul 
points out the altar for the unknown god.  

Paul certainly seems to know his audience and his message 
about Christ takes on forms different than other times 
mentioned in the Bible.  Paul adapts to his audience. We 
might learn from these conventions that Paul uses.  

1. Paul get’s to spend time observing the culture, the 
people, the area, the customs.

2. Paul is invited, as he seems to have proven himself well 
versed, and the interest of the Athenians has been 
tickled. Paul is seen, like Socrates, to be ‘a proclaimer of 
foreign divinities.’

3. Paul starts off his talk with a little praise, as he notices 
the Athenians piety and gods, even the altar to an 
unknown god.  This puts the crowd at ease, ready to hear 
what he has to say.

4. Here is the hard part.  The bulk of Paul’s argument is a 
rhetorical style focused on a Gentile point of view.  Paul 
knows his audience, and debates in a manner that would 
be most accessible to them.  It is a little like realizing that 
all these small gods are really only capturing a tiny 
portion of what God is about.  God makes the world, He 
depends on nothing in the form of devotion and so is 
greater than the Greek gods.  God is a source of life, not 
held in any one shrine, neither is God needing sacrifice.  
But God has created all nations from one ancestor 
(Genesis 1&2).  Paul finds something for the Stoics (unity 
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of humanity and kingship of humanity with that of the 
gods) and the Epicureans (gods are unaffected by 
human jockeying for position) as Paul opens up the 
gospel to his audience. 

In the end of the speech, if we see it like that, as some 
conclude that Paul was interrupted, the congregation is left 
to decide on their own.  And so are we with this passage 
being cut off at verse 31 maybe you might like to pause and 
wonder about the outcome.  There is a variety of reactions 
like most encounters with the amazing news of Jesus.  
Some scoff, some are curious, others follow.  It is interesting 
for us to see how we might use Paul’s method to carefully 
speak with people who are different.  They have different 
ideas, cultures, and beliefs.  Paul suspends some beliefs, 
and opens up ways of viewing the gospel message in a 
context that is ‘at home’ in Athens with words, quotes, and 
ideas that let the Athenians in on the message of Jesus 
resurrected.  

At one time I found myself as the priest of a parish which 
rented space to a large kindergarten.  Being in the position 
for a few months I was invited by the staff if I could come 
and introduce myself.  I was met one evening by a standing 
room only crowd of parents and guardians.  I ‘sat’ down at a 
tiny chair with an equally tiny table.  After only a few 
introductory remarks, a few parents launched into an attack 
of the Church, the beliefs of Christians, and the terrible 
wrongs of church history.  I listened, and agreed with a lot of 
what they had to say.  This stunned the group.  However, 
acknowledging their anger and pain it left enough of a gap to 
say that it could also be different.  A dialog began, and after 
three hours of sitting on the smallest ‘hot-seat’ I went home 
absolutely exhausted.  The next days and weeks went past 
with a number of changes.  One was that all the parents 
knew me and greeted me whether, or not they agreed with 
me.  A few still grumbled, but two families started coming to 
Church.  One of the most aggressively opposed parents 
turned out to be one of the most active in Church and a 
neighbourhood public relations figures.  I would never have 
guessed that response.  While not the Areopagus, listening 
to the people, learning the culture, and respecting views 
while showing similar, but different ways of looking at the 
subject eventually had equally biblical results: some were 
upset, some had more questions, others enthusiastically 
were convinced.  God brings together the right people, at 
the right time, for the right purpose.  Amen. 

Discussion/Reflection Questions:
Where might we find Paul doing the same thing in our world 
today?  A street corner, or Youtube, or Quora? 
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Thinking of someone in your sphere of influence, how might 
you make that person at ease so as to receive the gospel 
message? 
Paul speaks to a group of listeners, but we can also speak 
to a single person.  Which would you find easier? Why?

Intercessions 
"Bring many names" (VU 268) https://youtu.be/
8C6DQ7ptp2k 

Wolfgang’s leading of the intercessions can 
also be accessed here at the link.  

So Paul got up in the meeting of the Athenian assembly and 
told everybody that they are worshipping the wrong gods. 
Yesterday afternoon, we saw a crowd on the synagogue 
square here in Freiburg listening to some grey-haired, 
double pig-tailed knucklehead proclaiming that the 
government was using a mostly harmless infection to cow 
everybody into submitting to a world-wide vaccination 
program.

There is a parallel here. Particularly since Paul goes on 
proclaiming that there cannot be other opinions than his, 
because there is no other God but his, and that there is but 
one, but this one has in fact created everything.

Makes sense, if you are ready to believe it. However, 
Conspiracy theories also work exactly like that. They are 
Sense-making machines where there isn’t one. Or were 
there is more than one. Where the sense changes as more 
data become available. Or where we simply don’t know.

Loving God, we cannot know everything, and we will never 
know everything. Particularly in these days of tribulation, 
when sense is often more elusive and uncertain than before 
we can only trust in you and hope that your spirit will guide 
us.

Lord in your mercy –- hear our prayer

In centuries past, people believed that diseases and 
epidemics and deaths were punishments from God for their 
sins. Except for some fanatics, that belief has fortunately 
abated -– but its replacement is even scarier: We as 
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humans are not really hard-wired for sheer contingency, 
happenstance, and senselessness.

Loving God, you are a giving God. Paul says that you give 
everyone life and breath and everything else. Give us the 
strength we need not to succumb to feelings of 
senselessness and despair

Lord in your mercy –- hear our prayer

Fortunately, we all live in a country where freedom of 
speech is guaranteed. This clause in our constitution was 
intended to protect the rights of dissenters in a fact-based, 
respectful, and meaningful discourse.

Unfortunately, social media and even the public media give 
a lot of room to idiotic babble as well as to maliciously evil 
fear-mongering.

Loving God, we pray for the deluded people out there, we 
pray for the fearful ones, and even for the fear-mongers.

Lord in your mercy -– hear our prayer

God, you are not far from any one of us, Paul says. In you 
we live and move and have our being. We are lucky. We 
survived what might have been a disaster of far greater 
proportions, if it hadn’t been for the insight of the vast 
majority of us, and our willingness to give up some of our 
freedom of movement, and in many cases a lot of plans, and 
wishes, and financial resources, so that others whom we 
don’t know, and whose faces we will never see, might live.

Loving God, even as we are all longing to get back to 
‘normal’ conditions, help us to continue caring for each 
other, and supporting each other, even if that means 
keeping an unfamiliar and painful distance.

Lord in your mercy –- hear our prayer.  Amen. 

Recessional SOF 234 Immortal, Invisible God only wise 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spE-BE23qxA 

BLESSING
May God bless you and keep you, may His face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you: and the blessing of God, the 
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Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you and your loved 
ones, now and always. Amen. 

Postlude ACF 21 Come Holy Ghost our hearts 
inspire https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPVuLOXh8vE

Activities
• Roots and Shoots will be Thursday starting at 7:30 and the 

event codes will be sent out in a Wednesday Newsletter. 

• “TESTING THE WATERS”  and online meeting to discuss 
the hopes and fears of possibly returning to worship on 24 
May .  This will happen on a different platform 
(GoToMeetings) that will allow us more than 40 minutes of 
discussion.  Are you looking forward to returning to the 
church building? What issues are there that concern you? 
How are things going to be different?  We hope to hear from 
you about these and other questions that you might bring to 
the forum.  We are also able to give some updates as to what 
we might expect and that challenges that we face.  The links 
for computer and phone are below. 

ACF Testing the Waters
Sun, May 17, 2020 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
(CEST)
 
Please join my meeting from your computer, 
tablet or smartphone.
 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/
843599517
 
 
You can also dial in using your phone.
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch 
number below to join instantly.)
 
Germany: +49 891 2140 2090
- One-touch: tel:
+4989121402090,,843599517#
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Access Code: 843-599-517
 
 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and 
be ready when your first meeting starts: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/
843599517
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