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#Throwback Thursday
You may have seen the tradition on social media, and the 
occasional restaurant menu , which highlight’s a particular 
picture, or menu item from the past.  Throwback Thursday is 
about nostalgia.  Now, just so you don’t wonder if next week, 
I’m going to write about Taco Tuesday, I assure you, I’m not.  
What I will write to you about more is the plans that are 
building to help us and other people worship in a building once 
again.  We are not there yet, but I want to keep you aware.

I have not delivered this newsletter on a Wednesday, as has 
become the tradition, simply because I have been involved in 
meetings with colleagues to discuss how and when we might 
resume worship around Germany.  While I do not wish to get 
your hopes up for Sunday worship returning to normal, it is far 
from that point yet, I do want to let you know that I and other 
church leaders are working together so that country, state, and 
denominational rules will be followed to best ensure health and 
safety.  Our safety and the safety of others is of highest 
concern.

Theologically speaking, we are a people who gather.  Worship 
starts with “The Gathering” being spoken and songs being 
sung.  The gathered people of God come to worship God, and 
are also protected by God.  With images from the scriptures, 
God shelters and gathers us like a mother hen.   In our own 
worship with texts and resources, we are a people of the Book, 
using our worship that is intentionally filled with scriptural 
references.  
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Throwback Thursday might be a time to look back in our lives, 
and in our week, to explore where God has been present 
despite the changes and challenges to the Gathered 
Community.  Where we have experienced God in the past, we 
are likely also to experience God in the future.  

Book of Common Prayer 

For a lot of people, the Book of Common Prayer, or BCP, is not 
about nostalgia, but a much loved worship text that has guided 
and supported Anglicans of various (often opposing) 
theological view points.  For others, the BCP 1662 version, 
which is still used in many churches, is something of a 
timepiece.  

While you may investigate and use the BCP from the Church 
of England website, you can also pray the daily offices in the 
‘traditional’ language of the BCP.  While many of us have 
participated in Zoom gatherings, and other online chats, prayer 
groups, and studies — it feels like the community is scattered 
rather than gathered.  There remains a certain timelessness to 
the prayers of the Book of Common Prayer, and indeed our 
worship with scripture and prayer that while old, still gives us 
hope and prayers for the times we face.  Below is a prayer from 
the BCP, a prayer for all conditions.  (Many prefer to make the 
language inclusive when praying.)  

O GOD, the Creator and Preserver of all mankind, we humbly 

beseech thee for all sorts and conditions of men; that thou wouldest be 
pleased to make thy ways known unto them, thy saving health unto all 
nations. More especially we pray for the good estate of the Catholick 
Church; that it may be so guided and governed by thy good Spirit, that 
all who profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the way 
of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and 
in righteousness of life. Finally we commend to thy fatherly goodness all 
those, who are any ways afflicted or distressed in mind, body, or estate; 
[*especially those for whom our prayers are desired;] that it may please 
thee to comfort and relieve them, according to their several necessities, 
giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all 
their afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ his sake. Amen.
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