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Is anybody out there?
Perhaps you are familiar with the old TV series “M.A.S.H.” a 
sitcom depicting a Mobile Army Surgical Hospital during the 
Korean war.  Mostly a comedy with a mix of drama, the show 
had a long running, and still plays on TV reruns.  One of the 
characters was a fellow nicknamed ‘Radar,’ who was the 
administrative secretary for the Colonel.  Radar also was the 
voice that called over the loudspeaker to the rest of the unit 
about incoming wounded on ‘choppers.’  Over time the whole 
MASH unit begins to groan each time the announcement is 
made as it means work, death, and relentlessness suffering.

Analog is the new thing 

 After a number of weeks, I am beginning to wonder if you are 
also getting weary of the computer meetings, the change of 
work, or the loss of work.  If the social impact has been 
significant or that you have felt a loss in energy for things 
church.  If the weekly bulletins and updates only signify 
another week in isolation, or a step closer to a return.  

We do have zoom meetings, church services mailed out, 
activities online to share and socialize, but we miss people.  
There are a lot of people we have not seen for a long time 
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despite efforts to stay in contact.  While there are a few people 
we see nearly at every online event.  This is church.  Earlier, as 
physical distancing rules are relaxed and some businesses could 
resume, social media seemed to fill with photos of people 
rejoicing over their new haircut.  Will we also be lining up to 
get into church with similar enthusiasm?

The Call to Return

When can we go back to church?  What rules must we follow?  
What will it be like?  Do I have to go if I am still worried of 
infection?  There are still more questions to answer, but I can 
say that the Diocese in Europe has provided a very lengthy and 
detailed procedural list with which to work.  Primarily we are 
to respect and follow the guidance of the local country, state 
officials, and municipal or city regulations.  Along with this, we 
are renters in the church and so we need to follow what 
provisions are set out locally.  Currently, we are still 
determining a start date, we hope to return to the building in 
May; however, it will be a service with a lot of restrictions such 
as ensuring physical distancing, hygiene practices, and length of 
exposure to people in the building.  It will require the use of 
masks, no communion, and limited numbers of people being 
able to participate.  There will be no sign of the peace as we 
have known it with handshakes and hugs, neither will there be 
any social fellowship or gatherings over coffee following 
worship.  With information coming in from government 
sources, the different church denominations are responding 
with their own guidelines.  While we may hope for an 
immediate resolution, we need to take a long view as some 
predictions for reopening in the Protestant Church are much 
further along in the calendar year. Think Marathon, not Sprint.

Given all the adjustments that we still face, it may be that 
many feel that it is not the right time to return.  Those who 
feel vulnerable, and those who may have trouble following the 
requirements may still receive an electronic version of the 
worship so that Sunday morning liturgy can be followed at 
home.  

Thank you for your on going patience and perseverance over 
the past several weeks. This same patience will be needed as we 
return to a different kind of normal within the church building. 
We will notify the community when, and how, we will return to 
worship within the church building.  Please remember to pray 
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for one another, and try to keep a routine of prayer which lifts 
up all in need.  

I am available via email, and phone, as well as, Zoom, and 
Skype should you wish to reach out.  

The Rev. Canon Christopher Parsons  
Chaplain of Anglican Church Freiburg 

Office: +49 07633 9809474  
Email: freiburganglican.pastor@gmail.com 
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