
June 14, 2020

Prelude -
Said quietly in Church as a mediation once you are 
ready.

Almighty God,

we praise you for the many blessings you have 
given to those who worship you in this house of 
prayer: and we pray that all who seek you in this 
place may find you, and, being filled with the Holy 
Spirit, may become a living temple acceptable to 
you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Preparation: 

The night has passed, and the day lies open 
before us; let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
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As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.
All   Amen.

Opening Song  
ACF 69 I will come to you in the silence (vv. 1,2, 
refrain, v 4, refrain)

I will come to you in the silence
I will lift you from all your fear
You will hear My voice
I claim you as My choice
Be still, and know I am near

I am hope for all who are hopeless
I am eyes for all who long to see
In the shadows of the night,
I will be your light
Come and rest in Me

Do not be afraid, I am with you
I have called you each by name
Come and follow Me
I will bring you home
I love you and you are mine

I am the Word that leads all to freedom
I am the peace the world cannot give
I will call your name, embracing all your pain
Stand up, now, walk, and live

Do not be afraid, I am with you
I have called you each by name
Come and follow Me
I will bring you home
I love you and you are mine

Confession: 
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O King enthroned on high, filling the earth with 
your glory: holy is your name, Lord God almighty.  
In our sinfulness we cry to you to take our guilt 
away, and to cleanse our lips to speak your word, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Readings: 
(The full compliment of readings are Exodus 
19.2-8a; Psalm 100; Romans 5.1-8; Matthew 
9.35  -  10.8)

The reading is taken from Exodus 19. 2-8a

After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the 
Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the 
desert in front of the mountain.

Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called 
to him from the mountain and said, “This is what 
you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and 
what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You 
yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how 
I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 
myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 
treasured possession. Although the whole earth is 
mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak 
to the Israelites.”
So Moses went back and summoned the elders of 
the people and set before them all the words the 
Lord had commanded him to speak. The people all 
responded together, “We will do everything the 
Lord has said.”  

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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The reading is taken from Matthew 9.35-10.8

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and healing every disease 
and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then 
he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but 
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field.”
Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave 
them authority to drive out impure spirits and to 
heal every disease and sickness.
These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, 
Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother 
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother 
John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, 
and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed him.
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following 
instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or 
enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the 
lost sheep of Israel. As you go, proclaim this 
message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who 
have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have 
received; freely give.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon 
The picture at the top is from the Dutch artist 
Vincent van Gogh entitled ‘Corn Harvest in 
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Provence.’  I’m using this picture for a couple 
reasons: one being that it appears that in the 
painting, the harvesters are too few, and the bound 
wheat, or corn has toppled at one point.  Wheat is 
much easier measured out in bushels when two 
people are at the task together.  The other reason I 
chose this picture, is that over all, the paintings 
from van Gogh were not big hits in his lifetime. In 
fact, he only achieved great fame after his death.   

The Jesus in Matthew’s gospel presents the issue 
that there are to few labourers, so now the 
disciples are being sent out two by two.  Jesus has 
just spent some time curing people both physically, 
and spiritually.  The disciples are given authority 
and sent out, specifically to different places than 
we might expect.  It is not to the Gentiles who 
might need to hear about Jesus, nor is to the 
Samaritans who were Jews of a different tradition.  
No, Jesus sends the disciples out to the lost and 
marginalized, those who have fallen by the 
wayside.  They are to teach preach and care for 
these people. They are given great power to heal 
and cure.   

The American Pastor famed for the MegaChurch 
mission, Rick Warren, published a book, at least a 
dozen years ago now called the ‘Purpose Driven 
Church’ that went with his other book, ‘A Purpose 
Driven Life’.  One thing that struck me having read 
that book was an illustration of the target customer 
for Saddleback Church.  The community were sent 
out to evangelize a particular individual and his 
picture was even in the book should you have any 
doubts.  It was a little like David Attenborough 
whispering from the bullrushes of a strip mall 
parking lot.  “And here we see evidence of the 
typical member of Saddleback Church, he has a 
ball cap, jeans, a pager (we see it is dated) a 
button-down work shirt, and old sneakers with 
grass stained souls.  He looks like he needs more, 
but doesn’t know how to get it.”  It is that specific, 
just as Jesus is specific where the disciples are to 
go and what they are to do.   
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However, as Jesus has been curing people of their 
physical and spiritual ailments he is only asking his 
disciples to got to the lost sheep of Israel.  That is 
a wide open group to select from, which I might 
equate with today’s definition, the Spiritual but not 
Religious.  The disciples are to be with the people 
not to practice Simony (the selling of religious 
wares) but to practice a freedom of the Spirit, as 
freely they have received, so freely they give. 
Unfortunately even in today’s society there is a 
great commercialization of religion.  Jesus for sale, 
sounds better than grace of God that is priceless, 
but given out freely.    

Remember also, that even though the harvest is 
ripe and the labourers are few, sending out the 
disciples and sending out members in our own 
church might not reap immediate rewards.  In a lot 
of cases this is true.  We are not going to be the 
next mega church, nor should you wish to be.  A 
few new people would be nice, but also remember 
they are not only middle aged men with grass 
stained sneakers.  Just as God’s love is free, so is 
the welcome of this place.   

A longer view of meeting the needs of those lost 
sheep is to know that our behaviours and our non-
explicit evangelism sometimes only takes root after 
we have left.  The instantaneous reward of winning 
people for Christ is one thing, the slow burn effect 
of inviting people to come and experience Christ is 
also another path.  Remember, van Gogh, he 
produced loads of paintings. His passion burned 
brightly (too brightly for some tastes), but it is only 
after his death that he has paintings hanging in 
some of the most stately homes, and under high 
security in galleries around the globe. Jesus’ 
sending of the disciples to cure and have power 
over the impure spirits did not reap huge and 
instantaneous rewards.  In many ways it failed at a 
commercial effort, however, it proved long lasting.  
Sometimes one plants the seed of faith, others 
water, God grows, and years later, maybe even 
generations later, faith flourishes.  

Questions:  
�6



June 14, 2020

If you had to go into the mission field, who would 
you bring? What would the two of you say and do?  
Is there a wise Christian that you knew in your past 
who gently brought you to a faith in God? What 
was it about that person that made you want to 
believe?  

Response:

As we follow the Way of Christ, we affirm the 
presence of God among us, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  God calls us to share in worship.  Jesus 
said, where two or three are gathered in my name, 
I am there among them.  

Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our 
journey.

God calls us to share in prayer.  Jesus said, remain 
in me, and I will remain in you.

Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our 
journey.

God calls us to share the Scriptures.  Jesus met 
his disciples on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to them.

Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our 
journey.

God calls us to share in communion.  Jesus said, 
do this in remembrance of me.

Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our 
journey.

God calls us to share in service.   Jesus said, as 
you do it for the least of these, you do it for me.

Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our 
journey.
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God calls us to share the good news.  Jesus said, 
go and make disciples of all the nations. 

Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our 
journey. 

Intercessions

We pray for the church throughout the world and 
all those involved in mission and outreach. We 
pray for leaders of churches worldwide, for the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York, for the 
Bishops in Europe.  Guide them in their leadership, 
give them wisdom to make the choices and 
decisions you have called them to fulfill.
We pray too for our minister Christopher as he 
prepares to leave Freiburg in mid July and 
commence ministry in Toronto. We give you thanks 
for sending Christopher to us, for all he has taught 
and given us: For helping us gain a deeper 
understanding of you, Lord, and for making us 
aware of the “bigger picture”, i.e. that we belong to 
a much bigger and more widespread  family than 
our trusted family at the ACF.  Help us to be 
beacons and spread this Good News and the joy of 
having you present in our lives into the wider 
community.
We ask for your blessing on Christopher, Anke, 
Hannah and Lucia as they pack up their 
belongings and prepare to move to Canada. 
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

We pray for the family of George Floyd who find 
themselves in the spotlight in the midst of their 
grieving. Comfort all those who are grieving for the 
loss of a loved one and heal all those who suffer in 
body, mind, or spirit and give them courage and 
hope. 
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

�8



June 14, 2020

We pray for world leaders and all those in authority 
that their actions and words will be guided by the 
gifts of the spirit to further understanding, wisdom 
and justice. Lord we pray that racism and prejudice 
in all its forms will be overcome and justice 
affirmed that people may live in tranquility and 
peace all over the world.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

Loving Lord, we give you thanks for health care 
professionals and care workers who have worked 
to exhaustion to care for those affected by the 
Coronavirus.  We pray for those who have 
sacrificed for us, those who love us and those 
whom we love. We give thanks for all who have 
been examples to us, and pray that we may be an 
example to others.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

Loving God, as you have called us, make us 
worthy of our calling.  Guide us that we may 
become the people you would have us be. Direct 
us that we may do what you would have us do.
May we follow and serve you … for ever.
AMEN

Collect:

O God,

the strength of all those who put their trust in you, 
mercifully accept our prayers and, because 
through the weakness of our mortal nature we can 
do no good thing without you, grant us the help of 
your grace, that in the keeping of your 
commandments we may please you both in will 
and deed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

In the language of our hearts, let us pray as our 
Saviour taught us…

A sign of Peace:

We are the body of Christ.

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body.  Let us then pursue all that makes for peace 
and builds up our common life.

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you. 

(We share a gesture of peace)

The Blessing: 

God the Father, who first loved us and made us 
accepted in the beloved Son, bless you.

Amen.

God the Son, who loved us and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, bless you.

Amen.

God the Holy Spirit, who sheds abroad the love of 
God in our hearts, bless you.

Amen.

The blessing of the one true God, to whom be all 
love and all glory for time and for eternity, come 
down upon you and remain with you always.

Amen.
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The Conclusion 
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Recessional 

ACF 132 Will you come and follow me ( vv. 1, 4, 5)

Will You Come And Follow Me
If I But Call Your Name?
Will You Go Where You Don’t Know
And Never Be The Same?
Will You Let My Love Be Shown,
Will You Let My Name Be Known,
Will You Let My Life Be Grown
In You And You In Me?

Will You Love The ‘You’ You Hide
If I But Call Your Name?
Will You Quell The Fear Inside
And Never Be The Same?
Will You Use The Faith You’ve Found
To Reshape The World Around,
Through My Sight And Touch And Sound
In You And You In Me?

Lord, Your Summons Echoes True
When You But Call My Name.
Let Me Turn And Follow You
And Never Be The Same.
In Your Company I’ll Go
Where Your Love And Footsteps Show.
Thus I’ll Move And Live And Grow
In You And You In Me.
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Activities
• Live ACF Worship  

Time: Jun 14, 2020 11:30 AM 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72234086131?
pwd=OE5IbWxSaG03UU15SllYMVMrZlFJUT09 

Meeting ID: 722 3408 6131 

Password: 5aaTCH 
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